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Number of Residents in U.S. Allopathic 
Training Programs from 1993-2008
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Graduate Medical Education  –
Primary Care vs. Specialty Positions
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Primary Care = Family Medicine, General Internal Medicine, General Pediatrics
Source: Annual JAMA Graduate Medical Education.



Source: Woo B. The New England Journal of Medicine. “Becoming a Physician:  
Primary Care – The Best Job in Medicine?” August 31, 2006.

Trends in Residency Selection – 1998-2006



Internal Medicine Residents
Career Choices

Source: Bodenheimer T. The New England Journal of Medicine. “Primary Care – Will it Survive?” August 31, 2006.



Median Compensation for Selected Medical 
Specialties

Source: Medical Group Management Association Physician Compensation and Production Survey, 1998 and 2005. 
From: Woo: N Engl J Med, Volume 355(9).August 31, 2006.864-866.



Source: AAMC (2008). Complexities of Physician Supply and Demand: Projections Through 2025.



Source: Goodman D and Fisher E. New England Journal of Medicine. Physician Workforce Crisis? Wrong Diagnosis, Wrong Prescription. 2008.

Supply of Physicians in U.S. Hospital-Referral Regions and 
Associated Quality of and Access to Care, 2005



Average Number of Physicians Caring for Chronically 
Ill Medicare Beneficiaries in the last 6 Months of Life 

at Five Top U.S. Hospitals, 1999-2003

Source: Goodman D and Fisher E. New England Journal of Medicine. Physician Workforce Crisis? Wrong Diagnosis, Wrong Prescription. 2008.



• Reinvigorate and 
Reinvest in Title VII

• Link Medicare GME 
with Accountability for 
the Public’s Health

• Primary Care 
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The Teaching Health Center 
(THC) As a Seed Bed for the 
Primary Care Medical Home



THC Mission

• To promote primary care training

• To model community based practice

• To contribute to “bending the cost 
curve”



THC M.O.

• To build residency programs dedicated 
to community oriented primary care 
including the primacy of 
– Community oriented practice
– Team building
– Population health
– Efficient use of hospitalization and 

specialty care



THC Characteristics

• The Teaching Health Center…
– Sets the educational mission
– Organizes the curriculum
– Recruits the residents
– Manages the finances
– Holds the accreditation
– Contracts for in-patient training



African Proverb

The best thing to do is to 
have planted a tree twenty 
years ago…

The next best thing to do is to 
plant a tree today.
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