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June 8, 2010

The Honorable 

United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator ,

The undersigned organizations are members of the Patient-Centered Primary Care Collaborative (PCPCC). PCPCC represent a diverse group of over 700 stakeholders on the front lines of health care delivery, including business, consumers, insurers, and clinicians. PCPCC has a number of principles including that primary care and the Patient-Centered Medical Home (PCMH) are the foundations of a high performing health care system. 

We are writing to request that the payment formula in any provisions addressing the sustainable growth rate for physicians under Medicare use a model that appropriately differentiates the conversion factor for primary care and preventive health services from the conversion factor for all other medical services. This specific approach is currently in H.R. 3961, the Medicare Physician Payment Reform Act of 2009 and was also supported by the House of Representatives in one of its vote on H.R. 3962, the Affordable Healthcare for America Act in November 2009.   The approach takes into account the likely growth of primary care as the nation moves to an improved health care delivery system.  The data is clear that if patients have a primary care physician with whom they have a continuous relationship for their comprehensive care, they will have better health care, avoiding unnecessary and duplicative tests and procedures, managing the chronic conditions and coordinating access to more specialized care when appropriate. 

Sincerely,
Access Psychiatry, LLC

American Academy of Family Physicians
American College of Physicians
American Osteopathic Association

Association of Departments of Family Medicine

BestPractice CPD, LLC

Blue Thorn, Inc.
California Academy of Family Physicians
CHRISTUS St. Michael Health System

Collaborative Health Solutions LLC

Colorado Center for Chronic Care Innovation

Doctors for America 

Fairfax Family Practice Centers
Health Dialog
Illinois Academy of Family Physicians 

IntePro Solutions Inc.

Mackey Family Practice

Marillac Clinic, Grand Junction, Colorado 

MDdatacor
National Business Coalition on Health
New England Quality Care Alliance

Primary Care Consultants, Inc

Quad/Graphics 

QuadMed
Preventive*PLUS
Skipstone Consulting 

Society of General Internal Medicine

SR Medical Center
Star Care Health Services
The Dow Chemical Company

The Reifsnyder Group

Westminster Medical Clinic
Patient Centered Primary Care Collaborative
The Homer Building  601 13th Street, NW  Suite 400 North Washington, DC 20005 202/724-3331
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