[image: image1.jpg]Patient-Centered

v A Fat
5 'l Primary Care

COLILABORATIVE






May 2, 2011

Honorable Daniel K. Inouye, Chairman

Senate Appropriations Committee

United States Senate

 

Honorable Thad Cochran, Ranking Member

Senate Appropriations Committee and Subcommittee on Labor, Health

and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies

United States Senate

 

Honorable Tom Harkin, Chairman

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health

and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies

United States Senate

Honorable Richard Shelby, Ranking Member

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health

and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies

United States Senate

 

Honorable Harold Rogers, Chairman

House of Representatives Appropriations Committee 

 

Honorable Norm Dicks, Ranking Member

House of Representatives Appropriations Committee 

Honorable Denny Rehberg, Chairman

Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor,

Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies

United States House of Representatives

 

Honorable Rosa DeLauro, Ranking Member

Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor,

Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies

United States House of Representatives

Dear Chairmen and Ranking Members:

 

The undersigned organizations write to you as members of the Patient-Centered Primary Care Collaborative (PCPCC). We represent a diverse group of over 700 stakeholders on the front lines of health care delivery, including business, consumers, insurers, and clinicians. PCPCC has a number of principles including that primary care and the Patient-Centered Medical Home (PCMH) are the foundations of a high performing health care system.

 

The medical home model is a key construct to focus care coordination resources, advance the meaningful use of electronic health records, enhance access to the variety of services available to providers and patients and reduce health disparities. In collaboration with supporting practitioners, technologies and health team members, the medical home can provide information and services that improve patient care and population health. A guiding principle of the PCMH is that comprehensive, continuous, coordinated, and preventive care, managed by a highly trained physician (or in certain states, nurse practitioners and physician assistants) in a transformed practice, can prevent complications that could result in a patient becoming high-need or high-cost.

 

We respectfully request that the Congress provide adequate funding for a range of programs and activities set out below in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 appropriations bill. These programs promote primary care, particularly in the emphasis on developing and teaching the PCMH model. 

 

· Title VII Section 747 of the Public Health Service Act, Primary Care Training and Enhancement, for training in the fields of family medicine, general internal medicine, general pediatrics, or physician assistantship. We are pleased the President has 
      recommended $140 million in his budget request and recommend funding the   

      program at a sum of $170 million for FY 2012.

· Title VII Section 749A of the Public Health Service Act, Teaching Health Centers Development Grants, which would provide grants and Graduate Medical Education funding for Teaching Health Centers to train primary care physicians in community based settings. We are pleased the President has recommended $10 million in his budget request and recommend the committee fully fund the program at the authorized level of $50 million for FY 2012.

· Title VII Section 756(a)(2) of the Public Health Service Act, Mental and Behavioral Health Education and Training Grants, which supports the interdisciplinary training of psychology graduate students, interns, and postdoctoral trainees for the provision of behavioral and mental health services to underserved populations.  We recommend $7 million for the Graduate Psychology Education Program in FY 2012 to work towards the fully authorized level of $10 million.
· Section 338H(a) of the Public Health Service Act, National Health Service Corps, which puts medical professionals in Health Professions Shortage Areas, meeting the need for health care in underserved areas. We support the President’s budget request for funding NHSC at $418 million (of which $124 million is appropriated), for FY 2012.

· Funding for the nursing work force programs in Parts B through D of Title VIII of the Public Health Service Act at $313 million for FY 2012.

· Full funding of Grants to Nurse-Managed Health Clinics under Section 330 A-1 of Title III of the Public Health Service Act at $50 million for Fiscal Year 2012

· Title III Section 399W of the Public Health Service Act, Primary Care Extension Program to educate and provide technical assistance to primary care providers about evidence-based therapies, preventive medicine, health promotion, chronic disease management, mental health, and medical homes. We recommend the fully authorized level of $120 million for FY 2012.

· The National Health Care Workforce Commission (NHCWC) is responsible for reviewing and making appropriate recommendations concerning health care workforce needs in the context of improved delivery of health care. The NHCWC, the    National Center for Health Care Workforce Analysis and the related State and Regional Centers are vital to address the need for improved health care workforce data.  We are encouraged the President’s budget recommends $3 million for the NHCWC.  The ACA authorized the National Center at $7.5 million annually and the 

   State and Regional Centers at $4.5 million annually as well as such sums as necessary   

   for planning grants and implementation grants. 

Thank you for your recognition that primary care and the PCMH are key factors to creating a health care system that results in high quality and affordable care. We are happy to discuss this matter with you or your staff in greater detail. 

 

3RNet – National Rural Recruitment and Retention Network

American Academy of Family Physicians

American Academy of Nurse Practitioners

American Academy of Pediatrics  

American Academy of Pediatrics, New Jersey Chapter

American Academy of Physician Assistants

American Association on Health and Disability

American College of Clinical Pharmacy

American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians 

American College of Physicians

American Osteopathic Association 

American Psychiatric Association

American Psychological Association 

American Sleep Apnea Association

Association of Clinicians for the Underserved

Association of Departments of Family Medicine

Automated Health Systems 

Barbara Ziogas, MD, LLC

CMS Telehealth

Colorado Academy of Family Physicians

Cranford Family Practice

CSMS-IPA

Cynthia D. Lewis, MBA, Nemours Pediatrics

Dean Clinic 

Employers Health Coalition of Ohio, Inc.

Georgia Academy of Family Physicians

HIV Medicine Association

IFMC

Illinois Academy of Family Physicians

Impact Education LLC

Institute for Healthcare Quality

Institute for Patient and Family-Centered Care

Interim HealthCare

John H. Houk, MD – Individual Practitioner 

Sherry G. Jones, RN CCM Medical Home Care Advocate

Lawrence P. Casalino  MD, Ph.D. ,Weill Cornell Medical College

Marillac Clinic

Martha Fankhauser, MS Pharm, University of Arizona College of Pharmacy 

Mary Peterson, Grace Hill - Child Development Center

Medical Network One

Michael Simmons, Skaggs Regional Medical Center

Michigan Primary Care Consortium

National Alliance to Advance Adolescent Health

National Association of Chain Drug Stores

National Foundation for Mental Health

New Jersey Pediatric Council on Research & Education (Foundation of the AAP NJ Chapter)

NHMH, Inc.

Norma-Jeanne Hennis, Medical Pharmaceutical Consultants

North Country Children's Clinic, Inc.

Oakland Physician Network Services

Pine Medical

Polaris Health Directions

Porter-Starke Services Inc.

Practice Transformation Institute

Premier Family Physicians, MD PC

Ronald Trammel – Individual Signer

Serendipity Health, LLC

Society of General Internal Medicine

S.R. Knight Group, LLC

SR Medical Center

Sterling Health IT Consulting 

Taconic IPA, Inc.

The Palmetto Project

The TeenScreen National Center for Mental Health Checkups

The Quantum Group, Inc.

Thomas Vogel, Psy.D., Child Development Center-Grace Hill Health Services

Vince WinklerPrins, MD, FAAFP, Georgetown University School of Medicine 

Patient Centered Primary Care Collaborative
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[image: image1.jpg]